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Box No. I Basis of the report 



1. 



ss xiss^Erc^uX!* ft? on ,he intema " onal app " cation in ,he ian9ua9e ,n wwoh » — 

□ This report is based on translations from the original language into the followinq lanquaae 
which is the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of: ' 

□ international search (under Rules 12.3 and 23.1 (b)) 

□ publication of the international application (under Rule 12.4) 

□ international preliminary examination (under Rules 55.2 and/or 55.3) 

2. With regard to the elements* of the international application, this report is based on (replacement sheets which 

r»nL bee " fUm ' S f d * 0 $ e ™ eMn 9 ° mce in response to an invitation under Article 14 aS^KSS^Sb 
report as "originally filed" and are not annexed to this report): 

Description, Pages 

1-8 as originally filed 

Claims, Numbers 

1 ~ 9 filed with telefax on 29.07.2005 

Drawings, Sheets 

1 ^-5/5 as originally filed 



□ 



4. 



a sequence listing and/or any related table(s) - see Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing 



3. □ The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages 

□ the claims, Nos. 

□ the drawings, sheets/figs 

□ the sequence listing (specify): 

□ any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 



hL I5 S K rep ° rt h T b ? en e s tabl ' shed J as if (some of) the amendments annexed to this report and listed below 
sSSffiiSfite considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the 

□ the description, pages 
S the claims, Nos. 1 

□ the drawings, sheets/figs 

□ the sequence listing (specify): 

□ any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 

* If item 4 applies, some or all of these sheets may be marked "superseded." 
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applicability Non_establishment of ^Pinion with regard to novelty, Inventive step and industrial 



1 " Ibvln.^ St i°r n ^ h^TS e . r ^ e ., Claim ^ d i "Y e " tion appears to be novel > t0 involve an inventive step (to be non- 
obvious), or to be industrially applicable have not been examined in respect of: 

□ the entire international application, 
El claims Nos. 8,9 

because: 

□ the said international application, or the said claims Nos. relate to the following subject matter which does 
not require an international preliminary examination (specify): 

□ the description, claims or drawings (indicate particular elements below) or said claims Nos are so unclear 
that no meaningful opinion could be formed (specify): unclear 

° couldbTformS^ N ° S ' *** S ° inadet * uate, y supported by the description that no meaningful opinion 

El no international search report has been established for the said claims Nos. 8,9 

D C ofThf;^ liStin9 dOSS n0t COmp,y With the Standard provided for - Annex 

the written form □ has not been furnished 

□ does not comply with the standard 
the computer readable form □ has not been furnished 

□ does not comply with the standard 

° nnl rom^ mdtor . amin ° acid sequence listing, if in computer readable form only, do 

not comply with the technical requirements provided for in Annex C-bis of the Administrative Instmctions: 

□ See separate sheet for further details 
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Box No. V Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1. Statement 

Novelty (N) Yes: Claims 

No: Claims 

Inventive step (IS) Yes: Claims 

No: Claims 

Industrial applicability (IA) Yes: Claims 

No: Claims 

2. Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7): 
see separate sheet 
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Re Item I 

The expression 'the tab stem passes through the pad' in claim 1 extends beyond the 
disclosure as filed. In fact, it is nowhere to be found in the original application that the stem 
can be moved within the pad from one side to the other through the channel. In paragraph 
17 of the original application it is disclosed that the 'tab can be readily separated from the 
dispenser by pulling the stem through channel'. Therefore, forjudging the patentability of 
claim 1 the expression 'the tab stem passes through the pad' has been interpreted as ' the 
tab stem can be pulled through the channel'. 

Re Item V 

Reasoned statement with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

Reference is made to the following document: 

D1: GB-A-2 185 880 (CHESEBROUGH PONDS) 5 August 1987 (1987-08-05) 

The document D1 is regarded as being the closest prior art to the subject-matter of claim 
1, and shows (see page 1, line 91- page 2, line 9 and figure, the references in parentheses 
applying to this document): 

An applicator comprising a reservoir, a pad in fluid communication with the reservoir and a 
tab serving to seal the fluid reservoir at a breakable connection, the reservoir comprises a 
flexible wall, the pad includes a channel and the breakable connection is formed of a 
friable material such that bending of the tab relative to the applicator causes breaking of 
the breakable connection to allow passage of fluid from the reservoir into the pad. 

The subject-matter of claim 1 differs from this known from D1 in that the stem is slidably 
received into the pad and the tab stem can be pulled through the channel. 
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The subject-matter of claim 1 is therefore new (Article 33(2) PCT). 

The problem to be solved by the present invention may be regarded as easy and safe use 
of the device, so that the fluid can be applied on any surface easily and at the same time 
the user will not run the risk of injury from the broken stem. 

The solution to this problem proposed in claim 1 of the present application is considered 
as involving an inventive step (Article 33(3) PCT), because the tab can be removed from 
the pad through the channel after breaking the connection with the reservoir. 

Claims 2-7 are dependent on claim 1 and as such also meet/s the requirements of the 
PCT with respect to novelty and inventive step. 
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Claims 

1 . An applicator comprising: 

a reservoir adapted to contain a fluid; 

a pad in fluid communication with the reservoir; and 

a tab serving to seal the fluid reservoir at a breakable connection, 
wherein the reservoir comprises a wall which is adapted to flex sufficiently under 
pressure from aii operator s finger to force fluid from the reservoir into the pad, the 
tab includes a stem attached to the applicator at the breakable connection, the pad 
includes a channel for slidably receiving said stem, the tab stein passes through the 
pad, and the breakable connection is formed of friable material such that bending the 
of the tab relative to the applicator cause$ breaking of said breakable connection to 
allow passage of fluid from the reservoir into the pad. 

2. The applicator of Claim I , wherein the channel is oval in cross-section. 

3. The applicator of Claim 1 , wherein the fluid is a sterilizable liquid. 

4. The applicator of Claim 1 , wherein the fluid i$ a sterilzable tissue adhesive for 
surgical applications. 

5. The applicator of Claim 1 , wherein the fluid comprises a cyanoacrylate ester 
adhesive, 

6. The applicator of Claim 1 , wherein the fluid comprises butyl or octyl 
cyanoacrylate, or a mixture of butyl and octyl cyanoacrylates. 

7. The applicator of Claim 1 wherein the removable tab has a twist-off portion 
that protrudes from the pad. 

8. A method for applying a fluid onto mammalian skin which method comprises: 
a) selecting an applicator comprising: 

a reservoir adapted to contain said fluid; 

a pad in fluid communication with the reservoir; and 
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a tab serving to seal the fluid reservoir at a breakable connection, 
wherein breaking of said breakable connection allows passage of fluid from 
the reservoir into the pad; 

b) manipulating the tab thereby breaking tbe seal formed by the tab such 
that fluid in the reservoir flows into the pad; and 

c) applying the fluid from the pad onto said skin. 1 

9. A method for applying a fluid onto mammalian skin which method comprises: 

a) selecting an applicator comprising: 

a reservoir itself comprising a wall which flexes under pressure from 
an operator's finger and being adapted to contain said fluid; 

a pad in fluid communication with the reservoir; and 

a tab serving to seal the fluid reservoir at a breakable connection, 
wherein breaking of said breakable connection allows passage of fluid from 
the reservoir into the pad; 

b) manipulating the tab thereby breaking the seal formed by the tab such 
that fluid in the reservoir flows into the pad; 

c) applying finger pressure onto the flexible wall of the reservoir to cause 
it to flex sufficiently to force fluid from the reservoir into the pad; and 

d) applying the fluid from the pad onto said skin. 
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